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and the Balkans while Germany absorbed every moment of their attention which was not given to their own domestic difficulties ? The Macedonian sore was accordingly allowed to fester, for at all costs the " integrity of the Ottoman Empire " had to be maintained. The Balkan States were told to watch and pray, but to keep the peace. They obeyed; but meanwhile they borrowed money in Paris and London and Berlin ; they bought Creusot guns ; they kept the peace, but kept, at the same time, their powder dry. The time was at hand when they were to flout the cynical and craven nations to which they owed their very existence. But for the moment the leading signatories of the Treaty of Berlin were free to ignore the Eastern Question, and Germany could continue to carry out the Bismarckian dream : " Russia in the Far-East, Austria in the East, France n'importe ou" 1
The motives of the Wilhelmstrasse after 1904 may be divined. German policy in regard to Morocco was a prolonged bluff, but it was not that alone. It was above all, no doubt, a rationally conceived experiment to test the solidity of the Anglo-French Entente; but it was also a feint, enabling Germany to make a series of embarrassing surprise attacks at another point of the diplomatic ring. The Moroccan Question tended to absorb the entire attention of France and even of England, and to leave Germany free to pursue, more or less secretly, her policy of pacific penetration in the Middle East, from Macedonia to Constantinople and from Smyrna to the Persian Gulf. Viewed in this light, German policy becomes a rational effort to further German Imperial ends.
In order to keep an open market in the Middle East for her expanding trade, Germany acquiesced in the tyrannical and arbitrary methods of Abdul Hamid. She combated British and French influence by exciting that monarch's
1 Speech on Foreign Policy, by M. Paul Deschanel, November 19, 1903, in the Chamber of Deputies.